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Urbandale-Johnston VFW Post 9668
April 2024 Newsletter

It is newsletter timeagain and | am writing this on a vegioudy, cold
windy day with occasionakleet and snowhitting my west windowsL QY
sure you have allheardk S LIKNJ &S & Ay f A 1 SThisis af
proverb that refers tothe weather in March It suggests that if March
starts off calm and mild (like a lamb), it will end with fierce and stormy
weather (like alion)/ 2y @SNASf &> AF al NOK 0S
expected to become gentler by the end his saying reflects the
unpredictable nature of March weather, which can see a mix of winter a
spring conditions TodayL Ont sure which way this month is going to
end, and I thinkthes SI § KSNJ LISNE2y & 2y Either |
way, lamreadytosagl | Sf f 2 | LINRAf €

So,- what do we know about April
L {tise dourth month of the year and the second month of spring and

always starts off with a bang with ApriC2 2 f Q& 51 eX g KA
opportunity to tell jokes and pull some pranks to the best of your ability.

April is a month of deep spiritual significance marking the rejuvenation
and renewal of life. It is a time for newbeginning hope and growth,
remindingus of the cyclic nature of existence, evolving and growing wit
life.

The etymology of April is not clear, but some historians believe that it
comes from the Latin wordsgerire (to open) orapricus(sunny) because
April is seen as the month of Sun and growthThis is in keeping with
this also being designatetlational Garden Month andeep America
Beautiful Month. Earth Day, April 22, andNational Arbor Dg, April 28.
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SOLAR ECLIPSE

April 8,2024 atotal solar eclipse will
pass to the soutkeastof lowa, and be
bestobserved around 2:00 P.M.

whichis the Lyrids shower that can be
meteor shower,

which appears from : Ze?i? ;;yvards‘rom
April 16"to April 26" o P '
each year.

Crms 'Reached in United States Relations With Mexico

_ @aklanh_.@rﬂhuut
TITANIC’S = SINKING

WAR WITHILL-FATED VESSEL BEGINS TO FOUNDER WHILE LIMPING

NENCD Towwwﬂfm“.“mﬁm‘ On April 14, 1912, the famouEitanic
| =8l shiphit an iceberg and sank on her
first and only voyage.
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JOHNSTON UAG IS HOS TN

FREE

VETERANS MEAL
APRIL 6TH 12-2PM

LOCATION:
CAMP DODGE MAINTENANCE ARMORY
BUILDING 1350
7105 NW 70TH AVE.
JOHNSTON, IOWA 50131
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
« PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
« GUEST SPEAKER
+ MENU: CHOICE OF SPAGHETTI WITH
MEAT SAUCE OR ALFREDO, CORN,
GARLIC BREAD, & RELISH TRAY
+ DESSERT
PLEASE RSVP TO BRE SUNTKEN BY MARCH 29TH

BY EMAIL; BREANNAH.SUNTKEN@IJAG.ORG OR 7 /’

BY PHONE AT; 712-358-3009

wr i HONDRING ALL WHD SERVED v vir o

ATTENSIONPOSB668
MEMBERS

Johnston IJAG (lowa Jobs

for America's Graduates) at
Johnston High School is putting
together a free  Veteran's Meal
to honor the sacrifice veterans

have made for their country.

They are reaching out to local
Veterans groups to see if there

are any veterans that would be
interested in attending their
free meal and program. They are
planning a spaghetti dinner,

along with a guest speaker, and
conversation and a tribute

video . This is being held at

Camp Dodge, Bldg. 1350 ( see the
invitation at left and map

below ) .

Thisneeds an RSVP by

March 29 either to myself or
Bre Suntken




e —

Veteran Crisis Line
Call 988 press 1or
https://www.veterans
crisisline.net/get-
help-now/chat

Caregiver Support

877-424-3838 ext 1

War Vet Call Center
1-877-927-8387

WREATHS

A AMERICA B4 ;

Wreath Retirement Pickup &
March 13, 2024

=

VETERAN
RESOURCES

You are not alone. But if you feel like you are,

please refer to one of the numbers below.

Women Veterans
Hotline

1- 855-829-6636

Quit Vet (tobacco)
1-855-QUIT-VET

National Call Center
for Homeless
Veterans
877-424-3838 ext 1

Mike Knight

Dennis Appelhos and
Roger Rotharal,

collected the 116
wreaths that were placed
on Veterangraves at
McDivitt Grove Cemetery
on December 16, 2023
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Polk County Veterans Affairs

Website

Polk County River Place

2309 Euclid Avenue

Des Moines, 1A 50310

Monday z Friday: 8:00 am z 4:30 pm
Phone (515) 286 -3670

Fax (515) 286-2106
Veterans.Affairs@polkcountyiowa.gov

Visit the Polk County Veterans
Affairs website
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American LegiotVeterars Day Raque presented to UrbandaléHigh
Schoolin 1954 dosté since 1977- Found !

19161952 The first

Urbandaleschool

Buildingsbuilt at the

70th street andDouglas site A new brick
three-story schoolbuilding was constructed in|
1925, after the wood framewo-room building was moved nearer to Monroe Courtin 1954
the schoolproposed toreplacethe original roof mounted flag pole to a new location near the
front door of the sdhool. The Wbandde Legion Bst 663 in honor of Veterans Day, presented
a plaqueto the Urbandale High Schotb be installed at the base of the newWag pole. In 1977,
the facilities were demolished and the land was ddrhis sie is now a Walgree® Drugstre.

Theplaque was recently discovered in a rubble pd¢the north end d the Urbandale
High School. The plaqueill be installedalongwith the original school flag pol®n the
Urbandale HistoricaSocietyproperty at Airline & 70" Street.

Post PlannindMeeting of March 18, 2024 During our last meeting we had
numeroustopics for discussiorand possiblesolutions.

x We will be taking our concession trailer out of stora¢gte May or early June to
prepare forJuly and August events. Some repairs aeeded. Also, we are going to
have oura 2 | f | A ¢rEenuadai® this yearHow can we improve our op@tions?

x If you are interested in king in the lowa State FaixVeterans Day at the Fair
parade Mike Knight is your contet personc (free entrance ticketg, If we have
enoughVFW members, we might be able to have our own vehicle




